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The total number of tornadoes reported during 1946 
was 114, which figure is 33 fewer than the average for the 
period 191645,  and the smallest annual total since 
1931, when only 94 occurred. Only 9 years during the 
last 33 have had fewer tornadoes than 1946. The greatest 
number usually occurs in May and 1946 was no exception 
to this rule; 35 occurred during this month, or 4 more 
than the average. During 1946 tornadoes were reported 
in 27 States; 11 occurred in each of the States of Kansas 
and Oklahoma, 13 in Texas, and 10 States reported only 
1 each. 

The total loss of life, 77, is relatively small when 
compared with the average of 237. In  only 7 years 
since 1916 has the death toll been lower. More than a 
third of the deaths occurred in Texas during a series of 
tornadoes which struck the northeastern section of the 
State during January. Of the 114 tornadoes reported, 
only 20 were responsible for loss of life. 

Total property damage was about $12,657,650, slightly 
more than in an average year; more than a third of tlus 
damage occurred during the month of h h y .  Newly 
three-quarters of the damage was dolie in the five SI:tt 
of Texas, hIichi an, Oldahoma, Minnesota, ancl Riissouri. 

clamage; two such were observed in Wyorning, t'ilch fsilivg 
to touch the ground. 

On Janunry 1, tile most tlisastrous toriindo ectix;ity of 
the year was recorclrcl when a series of tor1i:tdot.s struck 
several areas of northeastern Texas. The first, tornado 
struck near Decntur, injuring 8 people and destroying 
some farm property. At 8:30 p. ni., a second tornado 
killed 3 persons, injured 50, and damaged property to 
the extent of $500,000 near Lufkiri. This was thought, to 
be the same tonindo that struck near NAcogdoclies at 
9 p. m., killing 10 persons, injuring 200, ancl citusing 
damage of $1,500,000. At the same time another tornado 
near Palestine killed 15 persons, injured 60, and caused 
property damage in escess of $500,000. Again a t  about 
9 p. ni., a tornado near Sliiloh killed 2 persons and caused 
$100,000 property clamage. Still another toriindo struck 
near Peniel at  about 9 p. m., injuring 17 persons and 
causing $50,000 damage. 

Severe tornado activity occurred in I f  ississippi on Jan- 
uary 5-6. On the 5th n tornado dipped to tlie ground a 
few niiles northenst of Waynesboro, causing property 
damage to the extent of nhout $500. At about 6 p. m., 
on the 6th, tornncloes killed 6 people a t  Carrollton, 2 a t  
Coila, 1 a t  Indianola, and 3 a t  Sunflower, all in hfississipi; 
a total of ahout 40 persons were injured. Darnage was 
estimated a t  $247,000, of which $60,000 was to crops. 
On this same date a tornado killed 6 people in C'hicot 
County, Ark., injured 50 and caused property damage in 
excess of $50,000. 

At 3:15 p. m., on May 30, a tornado struck Creston, 
Iowa, damaging buildings over an area about 2 miles long 
and a quarter of a mile wide. Damage was estimated to 
be between $250,000 and $300,000; wind damage in rural 
areas totaled almost as much. 

Only occnsionml !? p Rre tornadoes reported which do no 

Another series of destructive tornadoes occurred in 
Missouri on May 23. Tornadoes occurred between 5 ancl 
7 p. ni., in Atchison, Antlreli-, Holt. ant1 Noclawap Counties, 
injuring 4 persons ant1 causing clrzniage, mostly in rural 
areas, estimated a t  between 11S0,OOO and $270,000. 
Between A:30 p. m., and midnight, in La Fnyette, Ray, 
mil  Carroll Counties, 13 persons were injured and damage 
estimated at  $504,650 was causecl by one or inore tor- 
nadoes. Three storms were reported to have occurred 
very closely together in Cnrroll County. Eetweeii 6:25 
p. m. and G:40 p. in.. a torrrndo in Jnckson C'ouiity caused 
$290,000 damage, Idled 2 people, and injured one seri- 
ously. Between 7:30 11. ni., and 7:3S p. n~., it toriiado in 
Platte County, near Barry, caused $5,000 damage. 

Oiie of the most outstanding tornadoes of the year 
occurred during the niyzht of Jime 17 in the Detroit- 
IVindsnr area on the Caiiridiaii border. Fifty-five injuries 
2 n d  $1,000,000 damnye were caused on the American side, 
15 deaths and 48 injuriw on the Canadian si(le. Later, 
OB the same night, niictlier toriindo struck the outskirts of 
Ypsilanti, M i t h .  killing one prrwn and causing minor 
tlnninge. On June 37, n secotr(l tornado occurred in the 
Detroit arm, ii i j  iiririg nirie persotis and vausing property 
t lnn iny  estimated at  lwtveen %3%?,000 awl $rjOO,OOO. 

Two other outstancling tornadoes occurrecl in Minnesota 
on August 17. These tornadoes were only 36 niiles apart 
and occurred in connection with a cold front. The first 
struck in Blue Earth Coimty near hlnnkato between 6:40 
p. in. and 7 p. 111. A tourist camp, consistiny of 26 cabiris 
arid housing about 70 people, was  destroyed. Six people 
were killetl nlmost instantly and 37 were injured. The 
force of this storm was indicated by the amazing fact that 
a 27-ton road grader wns picked up and burled 100 feet. 
Altogether 11 people were killed in this storm and about 
49 injured. Total clamage was estimated a t  $225,000, 
of m-hich $25,000 mas to growing crops. The second 
tornado struck Wells in Fairbnult, C'ovnty about 7:30 
p. m. A Catholic parochid school and a church sufierccl 
severe damage and many other buildings were unroofed 
in the residential district. The business district suffered 
the greatest destruction, however, since every building 
there was damaged nnd some completely destroyed. A 
detailed report on these two tornadoes will be found in 
the August CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA for tlie StiLte of Min- 
nesota. 

Though tornadoes seldom occur in the Northeastern 
States, two were reported from that section during 1946. 
The first of these occurred a t  Concord, N. H., a t  11:15 
a. m., on July 23; it  caused one death and property 
damage estimated a t  $60,000. The second occurred 
near Niagara Falls, N. Y., between 11:30 a. m., and 12:15 
p. m., on August 13. 

Tornadoes for 1946 are summarized in table 1, which 
shows the approximate moil thly and annual number of 
tornadoes by States, with the deaths, injuries, and 
property damage caused by them. Material for this re- 
port was derived from the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW 
and monthly CLIM ITOLOGICAL DATA publications for 
various sections of the United States. A final and more 
complete report will appear in the UNITED STATES 
METEOROLOGICAL YEARBOOK for 1946. 

Damage amounted to $1,500. 
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TABLE 1.-Tornadoes and probable tornadoes 

Gtate* 1 January I February1 March I April 
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TABLE 1 .-Tornadoes and probable tornadoes-Continued 
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Annual 
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